DAISY MILLER: A WOMAN INNOCENTLY OBLIVIOUS TO SOCIETY

by Dale Neumann
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is not encugh to say that she simply represents the new
world freedom in the conflict with the restrictions of
European society, because her freedom in Mew York is
equally at variance with the conduct expected of a voung
lady of good taste and bresding.?

Daisv s "commonness” is initially noticed by her

dialogus in conversation. She speaks freely and commandingly

regardless whether she is talking to & man or a woman. LUpon
his first encounter with Daisy, WHinterbowrne realizes from
& B

her straight—forwardness that she is no ordinarily behaved

WOman.
ve always had,” she ssid. ¥z great dezl of
sgmen’s sooisty. ™
oor Hinterbourne was amused, perplexed, and
decidedly charmesd. He had never yet heard a yvoung girl
express herself in just such this fashon——nesver, at
least, save cases whers to say such things sesmed a kind
of demonstrative evidence of 2 certain lavity of
deportment. ™
Apoh hearing such 2 remark Winterbourne wonders if he must

at Beneva.”™® He decides to catagorizes her as Ya pretiy

innocence which blinds her from the necessities of proper
behavior. Her name, "Daisvy", iz purposely chosen by
nge to accurately describe her character. Grant sxpounds
on the characteristics implisd by "Daisy. ¥:
Daisy combines 211 thoss thing

X, with the daisy: white as a dai
o .=
daisy. Yet, while we recall a

= ommonly associats

sy: but, alas common 3= a3

1 these guslitiss of the
Ailliam E. Grant, ¥ "Daisy #Mill

Study,.” Biudiss in SBhort Fiction, Vol. 1
SJames, YDaisy Miller,” p. &10.
“ibid
Zikid

: A Study of a2
s B~ 18-19.
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Mrs. Miller fails to ses social infractions hecause she has
a decidedly practical bent.®15
OFf the women of sccisty, Fre. Hslksr is the most
actively concerned about Daisv’s reputation. & direct
contrast between Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Miller®s concern for
Daisy is ssen when Daisy informs them that she is going to
the
am going to the Pincio,” said Daisy., smiling.
my dear——at this hour?® Mrs. Halker asked. The
o was drawing to a close—it was the hour for the
thrsng of carr%ageg and of contemplative gpedestrians. gl ¢
don™t think it s safe, my dear,” said Mrs. Halker.
Peither do I.°" subiocined Mrs. Miller. "¥out11l get
fhe fever, as swuwrs as vou live. Remember what Dr. Davis
\ old yvoulv1re
) "When Mrs. Walker warns Daisy that her contsmplated
:alk Ov the Fincio is not safe, Mrs Miller immediately
thinks of the danger to hsr daughters heszlih rathsr than her
reputation.”*® Mrs. Walker is, of course, thinking of
Daisv™s reputation. In response to Mrs. Halker and Mrs.
Miller®s warnings Daisy facetiously responds: "Gracicus me!
I don™t want io do anvihing impropsr. "1e
In the conversstion that immediastely follows bhotwesn
Daisy and Winterbourne, Daisy states dirsctly that she will
¥ ;s H
not yvield to the will of octhers:
The voung girl locked at his mores gravely, but with
syes that werese prettisr than ever. "VI fnave never sllowsd
a gentleman to dictatse to me, or to intsrfers with
anything I dotaz
13Barnett, "Feminism,” p. Z84.
teJames, “Daisy Miller.® p. &246.
1SBarnett, "Feminisa®™,” p. Z2B4.
‘6’aﬁe= *hDaisy Miller.,” p. &25.
Zlames, "Daisy Miller,” p. &27.
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Uninformed of Daisy’s stubborness, Mrs. Walker makes
e,

Daisy aware of societies disapproval of her actions by

attempting "to enclose her both within her carriage and
within her social code."'® It is during this scene that
Daisy "expresses a desire to alter society rather than her

own behaviogr"19;

get in and drive with me!" said Mrs Walker.

\at would be charming, but it’s so enchanting just
I ¥ and Daisy gave a brilliant glance at the

———/*entlemen on either side of her.

"It may be enchanting, dear child, but it is not the
custom here,” urged Mrs. Walker, leaning forward with her
hands devoutly clasped.

"Well, it ought to be then! said Daisy. "IF I didn’t

walk I should expire."=2°

When Daisy then asks Winterbourne if he agreses with
Mrs. Walker®s advise, Winterbourne is forced to make an
important choice. Up to this point he has compromised
between Daisy and society. But circumstances force him to
make a hurried decision:

He looked at her exgquisite prettiness, and then said,
very gently, "I think you should get into the carriage.”

Daisy gave a vioclent laugh. *1 never heard anvthing
so stiff! If this is improper, Mrs. Walker.," she
persued, "then I am all improper, and you must give me
up. Goodbye; I hope vou have a lovely ride!” and, with
Mr. Giovanelli. who made a triumphantly ocbsequious
salute, she turnsed away.

Mrs. HWalker sat locking after her. and there were
tears in her eves. "Get in here, sir." she said to
Winterbourne, indicating the place beside her. The
yvoung man answered that he felt bound to accompany Miss
Miller; whereupon Mrs. Walker declared that if he refused
her this favor she would never speak to him again. She
was evidently in esarnest. Winterbourne overtoock Daisy and
her companion, and, offering the young girl his hand,
told her that Mrs. Walker had made an imperious claim
apon his society.=?1

1®Barnett, “"Feminism," p.285.

2*Ibid.

=9James, "Daisy Miller." p.&27.

Z1James, "Daisy Miller," p.&30.



Winterbourne™s decision reveals that "his personal feelings
for Daisy have gradually been overwhelmed by his intellectual
involvement in the problem of Daisy."22® Spcizal decorum
beckons him to obey the lady™s reguest to join her in the
carriage. Daisy realizes from his decision that "men are the
final arbiters and wielders of powsr."2>

When Winterbourne leaves the carriage, he walks

towards the residence of his aunt. Barnstt interprets this

in the following manner:

In asserting that there will be "nothing scandalous” in
his attentions to Daisy. MHinterbourne still imagines that
he can have both Daisy and society, but in walking
towards his aunt’™s residence and away from Daisy, he
shows his most deeply felt commitment.=4

e

Daisy™s determination to live freely and naturslly
results in her destruction: she dies from the Roman fever,
ract@¢ at the Colosssum at night escorted by Giovanelli.
It is because she has lost Winterbourne that she does not
care whether of not she gets the fever. Winterbourne returns

to Geneva to lead a life filled with extremsly predictable

behavior. Only Daisy is free from the bonds of socisty.

Your o w)rm?m shon 1o otnaionally,
A | Yot 3¥Ris U Sﬁ'ﬁﬁfbﬂ\\ y A
Eese~e lE ‘yp V. .

22Rparnett, "Feminism,"” p. Z85.
2SBarnett, “Feminism,"” p. 2Z85.
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